

(b) when at step (a) the lock has not been acquired by another thread, allowing the 
given thread to complete execution of the critical section without acquiring permission to 
write to the lock variable. 

44, The method of claim 43 wherein the lock variable is held within a cache and 
wherein acquiring permission to write to the lock variable includes the step of obtaining 
ownership of at least a portion of the cache holding the lock variable. 


45. The method of claim 43 wherein during step (b) the execution is not committed 
and including the further step of: 


has not be acquired by another thread during that execution. 

46. The method of claim 45 wherein acquisition of the lock by another thread is 
detected by a cache protocol messages. 

47. The method of claim 43 wherein during step (b) the execution is not committed 
and including the further step of: 

(c) when during step (b) the resources required for execution without commitment are 
exhausted, acquiring the lock, committing the execution and continuing with execution until 
completion of the critical section. 


(c) committing the execution at the completion of the critical section, only if the lock 


REMARKS 


These claims provide an altemative characterization of the invention and are 
based on the originally filed disclosure. Accordingly, no new matterJia&.beeft-a<Wed 
and it is respectfully requested that these claims be acceptejMitSrexamination. y 
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